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Check our Website every day!! Our Website is www.russellvillefumc.com. This is our way
of communicating with the church family!
Find us on Facebook at First United Methodist Church Russellville. Don’t forget to check
your Emails !

Matthew 28:18-20 (NCV)- Jesus came to
them and said, “All power in heaven and
on earth is given to me. 19 So go and make
followers of all people in the world. Baptize
them in the name of the Father and the Son
and the Holy Spirit. 20 Teach them to obey
everything that I have taught you, and I will
be with you always, even until the end of
this age.”

Foundations Sermon Series!
This Sunday, we will conclude the sermon series on some foundational Scriptures and doctrines. We started out by looking at the foundational doctrine of Creation, as God created
everything out of nothing, by His word, through
His love, calling it good. Then, we discovered
that God created each of us and has wonderful
plans for us, seeing that we are marvelously
made, and intimately known. This past Sunday, we looked at Jesus’ call on our lives to
trust in the good news of God’s Kingdom,
change our hearts and lives and follow Him.
This Sunday, we will look at the basics of our
heart-felt response to Jesus’ call.

In-Person Worship is Growing!
We are excited to see folks returning to in-person
worship at 8:45 and 11:00 AM. If you are comfortable with attending worship, we would love to see
you. We continue to provide distancing and sanitizing measures, and we urge everyone to wear a
mask as we worship. For those who are not yet
comfortable with returning, we will continue to livestream our 8:45 AM service on Facebook and our
church website, and then upload it afterwards for
availability on YouTube.

Upcoming Leadership Council Meeting
The Leadership Council will meet on Sunday, February 7th at 4 PM in the Ministry Center. We will
discuss our plans for worship, administration,
Christian growth, missions, and nurture ministries
in 2021. We will also approve our budget for 2021.
Pray for us, as we prayerfully seek to fulfill the mission God has given us as a family of faith loving
and serving to bring about transformation in this
community and beyond.

Website and Communications Updates
We have added some updates to our website and some new features for keeping you informed. One update allows you to see the worship service as it is happening right from the front page of the church website. This means that you do not need to have Facebook to watch our service live. Just go to http://
russellvillefumc.com at 8:45 AM on Sunday and you can view our worship service live.
Thanks to Elliot’s work, we have also added a text communication feature, as well as an email communication feature. There are links on the webpage to sign up for each of those. These will be used to send out
quick messages as needed and targeted messages to groups that we establish within the platform.

Greetings from the Media Team!
During the last few days, the Media Team held its first organizational meeting and set some goals for the church’s online
and print strategy. We have identified areas where we need some improvement and, to be honest, a do over. Hopefully
during the next several weeks you will notice the results of our efforts online, on social media and in print.
I do want to mention three areas where we have begun to implement changes:
First, the Contemporary Worship services each Sunday morning continues to be broadcast on Facebook Live and starting
this past week, we have been able to add that stream to our webpage. The purpose of this will give those members that
do not currently use Facebook an opportunity to join us online, if they can’t attend in person, the weekly worship
time. Feel free to stop by and check out the webpage at http://www.russellvillefumc.com. You can even share it with a
friend, we don’t mind!
Secondly, we have implemented a new mass emailing system with the help of Mail Chimp. This service will allow us to
manage all of our emailing needs from a centralized, controllable source. We have just begun the on-boarding process
but will be migrating over to this service for announcements, church newsletters and more.
Lastly, we have developed a new texting service to better improve communications within the church. Studies have proven that text messages have a 98% open rate, meaning that 98% of all text messages are read as opposed to a 20% open
rate for email. This system is very powerful and you will soon begin to see the benefits of it.
So the question becomes, how can you help? The answer is simple, pray. Pray for our church, the ministry team and all
those that are involved with the Media Team. Also, consider joining the Media Team, we can always use your help. Finally, make a point to sign up for the new email and texting services and make sure to remind your family and church family
to do the same. It is very simple to do, simply visit the webpage, there links for both services there. You can also send an
email to the church secretary (secretary@russellvillefumc.com) or Elliott Gordon (Elliott.gordon@umcna.org) and we’ll get
you added.
My hope and prayers are that we continue to grow our online presence, spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ for the
entire world to see.
In Christ’s Love,
Elliott

Helping January 25th Tornado Victims
The North Alabama Conference Disaster Response ministries will be responding
in various ways to help those effected by tornado damage Monday night. If you
are interested in joining a team that may go down this Saturday to help with clean
-up and relief, please let Pastor Todd know. If we are needed, we will leave from
the church around 8 AM, and return no later than 7 PM. You can contact Pastor
Todd by text or voice at 256-655-8510.

Sunday School Options
Some of our adult Sunday school classes have resumed meeting. Others will resume
soon. We offer a class via Facebook and Zoom at 10 AM each Sunday. It is also available to view on the Video Archives page of our church website after the class ends
each week. Please continue to stay in communication with your class leaders and
class members as we nurture and support one another

Honduras Mission Trip
Who is interested in exploring a mission trip to Honduras July 10th-17th? Cost will be around $1500
per person, less what we are able to raise as a team. We would go to the Heart of Christ Honduras
mission center to do some ministry in the village, ministry with the kids living at the mission, and
some construction on the facilities. I am on the board for this mission and have taken teams there
four times. If you want to find out more about potentially going, contact Pastor Todd
at towen@umcna.org. Here is the website to check out this ministry.https://hocjusticeproject.org

Sunday Night Bible Study
Elliott has started a Sunday night Bible Study using the Lysa Terkeurst book and videos titled “It’s Not
Supposed to Be This Way.” This excellent study looks at finding unexpected strength when disappointments leave you shattered. Contact Elliott Gordon at elliott.gordon@umnca.org or 256-810-4491 if you
are interested in joining him for this study.
Wednesday Night Bible Study
Pastor Todd will begin a Wednesday night study on February 24th at 6 PM that will go for 12 weeks. We
will be using the OneBook daily-weekly book on The Gospel of John by Dr. Ben Witherington III.
Dr. Witherington is a well-regarded New Testament scholar and teacher. He has written more than forty
books—including The Jesus Quest and The Paul Quest, both of which were selected as top biblical studies works by Christianity Today. Along with many interviews on radio networks across the country, Witherington has been on the History Channel, NBC, ABC, CBS, CNN, The Discovery Channel, A&E, and
the PAX Network.
With Dr. Witherington’s incisive insight and compelling observations, you will gain clarity on the powerful
and practical ways of Jesus, and grow in holy love, both for God and neighbor, by becoming better readers of Scripture and truer followers of Jesus. Contact Pastor Todd at towen@umcna.org or 256-6558510 if you are interested in joining this class.

